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Abrahams Interment: 
OR 


The good Old-mans Buriall 
in a good Old Age, 


Opened m a Sermon, 


At Bartholomews Exchange, Fuly 24. 1655. at the 
Funerall of che Worthiptull Fokn L amore 
Eſq, Sometimes Alderman of the 
City ot Londop, 
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By FULK BELLERS MA. Preacher 
of the Golpell. 


Unto which is added a ſhort Narrative of his 
Lite and Death. 
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Wo SO > 
Set thy houſe in order, for thou ſhall die and not live, 
JOB 21. 22. 
Acquaint thy ſelf now with God,and be at peacezthereby good 
ſhall come unto thee. 


LONDON: 


Printed by R, 1. for Tho. Newberry, and are to be (old at 
his Shop at the ſign of the three Golden 
Lyons in Corn- hill, 
1656, 
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TO THE 


Righe VVorſhipfull | che] 


truely Religious, Daughter, & 
[2295 Grand-lon, 

Lady Heſter Honywood. , Co-heires of 

AND Tohn Lamotte 


Toher moſt hopefull Ne-| = << 
phew Mr. Maurice Abbot, 


of the Inner Temple. 5 


Much honoured, 
Sz -- - RL of Fame wt ; 

7; 0 (whercb) Sairts taſte and ec 

i how good the Lord is) is more 
clearly dilcerned by their own per- 
ſonall experience, than can be de- 
Clared by any verball exprefſions. 
This was the higheſt pitch of Adams 
| happincſe, during his eſtate of con- 
created integrity, that hee was xdmitted to the enjoyment 
of this grand privilcdge; what is it then ſor any of his fal- 
len of-ſprine, to be reſtored tothis great exaltation: And 
yet we know that Beleevers, by fatth in Chriſt, are remnſla- 


s b 


JI 


— 


— _ —_ _— ld o — o _- - 
| _ —-- — 
, _ A A” WO. T 


* 
OY 


p «, # p » 6 4 — 
2 - > —_ 
oi blame. L Aalliioc two 3 


«AL 4 SUBS > 


Ko Via 
VUtTOR, 
1 Jol, 1.3. 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ted in this advancement, and are many times inabled to ſay, 
and that feelingly,truly our tellowſhp, (or our Commu- 
nion) is with the Father, and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt. 
This is the Heaven of Heavens, to Saints Triumphant, and 
Heaven here on this ſid: Heaven, to Saints Militant, Ex- 
pectants of Heaven hereafter, 

Vnutterable is the Contentment that man finds ſome - 
times in his Coratall acquaintance , with an Antient, 
Faſt and Religious Friend, 79 whom he may freely, and 
fully unboſom: himſelf, and from whom he may! receive 
ſuitable, and ſcaſonable advice, with all candor an! faith- 

ullneſſe, upon all occaſions. Now if words cannot to the 
life hold out that ſatisfation that man findeth in his con- 
werſe with man, like unto pen is tt any wonder, if 1 
' am not able fully to diſplay that heart-raviſhing dclizht, 
which the renewed ſoul mecteth withall, whileſt. it nou- 
riſheth humble and holy Communion with God , the 
hich and lofty one that inhabiteth Eternity ? It is a- 
ereed on by all, that holy famuliarity with him is full of 
ſpirituall ſolace; though all my language be too ſhort, coms- 
pleatly to deſcribe before you, how ſatisfattory and con- 
tentfull it is, How ſweet are thoſe holy Parlies with 
God in praier, and how pleafaxt their returns * far plea- 
ſanter to a gracions, than the returns of ſhips (richly laden 
with rareſt Commodities) to a Carnall heart; how de- 
lightfull are the droppings of the Sanctuary, whereb 
te ſouls of Saints become as watered Gardens, as {0 
many Edens, and whereby they come to hear of joy and 
eladneſſe, ſo that the bones which God at any time hath bro- 
ken begin to rejoice? 

How enſuring are the Incomes of the Spirit, zz that 
ſealing Ordinance of the Lords Supper , wherein the 
trucly penitent and beleevin 2 Soul, looking up to Ed 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

(by the Eye of Faith) whom bee hath peirced, ove be- 
ing.in heavineſle for him;&c. receives the pledge of the 
Remiſſion of his fins, axd of all other Cevenan- Mercies, 
which more exhilerates him with heart reviving joy, then 
the ſight of a Pardon doth,a condemned Malefaitor ? 

It was upon this account that the heart of David was 
filled with ſuch Pantings, as the Hart after the water- 
brooks, tocome and appear before God i» ſoul-rcwi- 
wing Ordinances , and that Marqueſſe of Vico Galea- 
tius that eminent Confeſſor when fre Golden Mountains 
of Honours, and Riches, how reſolutely did he reply, their 
mony periſh with them that think all the honours of 
Italy,&rc. to be worth one hours Communion with 
God at Geneva, a place wherein Religion flouriſhed, 
Now . how abundant that worthy. and experimental! 
Chriſtian was (to whom you owe your extractuon, as brau- 
ches to their root )in nouriſhing communion with God, and 
how. ſweet hee found it, both in his fe and at his death, 
1 need not relate toyou tn (pectall, who were full well ac- 

uainted with the manner of his holy Converſation in his 
Life,and of his comfortable departure at his end. My ſutc 
70 you is 

onoured Lady, 3 CHononred Sir, 

Who have made ſuch E- | Thouzh you have attain- © 
minent progreſſe in Grace, j | ed as yet 1oaliitle more than 
Labor yet more and more to | a fourth ofthe days that your 
imitate your deceaſed Fa-1 | Indulgent Grand-Father 
ther, in walking in all the | | arrived at, yet hee hath 
wates of holieſt Communion | | left you, as a Coheir of 
with Ged, treading dayly in | | his Eſtate, lo I hope of 
his ſteps of Soul reſigna- | | his graces alſo; ſtrive 
tion, Faith, Patience, 75 therefore that hee may in 
Charity, Zeal, aud all o- | | all hisſoul-adorning endow- 
ther ments, 
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The Epiltle Dedicarory: 


ther Chriftian graces ,| | ments, live in you, that as 
whereof he left as oy hee ( and many others ) 
—F Cop w/ to you and\ | looked upon you with a hope- 

Iſſue to write | | full eye, whileſt hee lived, 


rate: 5 pos not « | ſo the world may ſee 


0 
that it ts conſtancy which 1s | | more and more, tO #6 
the Crowning grace. all thoſe blooming hopes, 
now he is removed from 

| YOu, 


To conclude,my humble adadre ero9 to you both is, that you 
wonld be mindfull of all the holy Counſells and ſayory 
advertiſements wherein he abounded towards you, and 4- 
moms others thoſe that he communicated to you frequently by 
his lerters,and forget not that Letter ( added unto his lift) 
whereby being dead he yet ſpeaketh ro you, and then 
doubt not but there will bee a full return into your” ba- 
ſomes, of all the prayers which he ſo tervently and fre- 
quently darred up 7o Heaven in your behalfs , which 7: 
the perſwaſio;: 


Of your WWorſhips much Obliged 
inthe Lord 
Deccmb. 24.1655, 


FUEK BELLERS, 


Abrahams 
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ABRanAMs Interment : 


OR; 
The good Old mans Burial in a good 
old Age, 


———————————_—_—__ Ins 


GEN, 15, 15. 
And thou ſhalt go unto thy Fathers in peace, and bee 
buried in a good old age. | 


Olomon tells us, It is better to go into the Ecclel. y; 1; 

houſe of Mourning, than to go te the houſe 

of Feaſt 1g, for * is the end of all men, - 

and the living ( the godly living) wil 

lay it to heart, The Lord hath turned his 

own Houſe into a Houſc of Mourning 151; togere 
unto us, upon this ſad account, viz, the interment of woc:ows. 
him, who as he was much eſtcemed of by the Citizens Mercer. 
of this Renowned Ciry.in general, fo in ſpecial of this 
place, whereot he hath been an ancient and worthy Pa- 
"1{oner; and peculiarly by that great Congregation; 

1creot hc hath been « vigilant E lder near therty ye ars TOs 

cher, One aged in grace 4s well 4s years, unto whom 

11s pertonal Promiſe to the Father of the Faithful was 
B madc 
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2 Abrahams Interment, or, 


mie 250d; though not for the number of years that 

Abraham lived up uno y ycr ior that time that Aofes 
Pla], go. reckons up as the ordinary term of the oldeſt age, Pro- 
WY miles patled of general Mercies to particular perions may 
Heb. 13 5. bee tulhilled over and over again, as that, 7 will never 
Id quiacm Ja» 7*4ve thee nor forſake thee, made firitto Jo/1x4, extende:{ 
fue dicieur, Dy Paxltoail Beleevers, and inthem daily fulfilled, The 
ſubefſe vero Ike I may lay ofthis Promiſc herc in ſome ſenle, there 
CONE 1s (omewharthat may be cnlarged to all in Chriſt, as to 
pioruw, Apo- 82 £fO their Fathers in peace, rhongh for the latrer 
*olus bac alle. PFAnch of it, it be only made good to lome, not to all, as 
gatione doce:, T0 be bnricd ina good old Ape, fince ail attain not to that 
Par us, period inthe lettcr of it ; yet in both the Branches of it, 


it may ſome way be accommodated to our decealed Bro- , 


ther, as in the ſequel of our Diſcourſe will plainly 
(by Divine aſſiſtance) be made our unto you. The words 
may be lookt upon witha double aipect. 1. Relative, 
2, Abſolute. * 

x Kelative, jnreference to what goes beiore, and fol- 
lows atcer ; ſo they contain a cord.al given to Abraham, 
againſt a fainting fir that might ſurprite him ; God had 
paſſed many oils ro Abrabam,inthetormer patt of 
this Chapter, | | 

I I am thy Shield, and thy exceeding great reward, | 
am fo, and will continue to be fo ; tor the paſlage in the 
Hebrew is Eliiptics/, and the ge mir may be made 

7219 Hig -up by the furure, as wellas by the preſem time, or we 
©” * © maytakeinboth, / am, and will be ſo untothee. 
2: He will give him an Heir out of his own Bowcls, 
__ .. -whencceſhoul:! ariſean innumerable Iffue, as the Stars 111 
NT Kia Heavenfor number, or multitude, ver, 4, 5. 
ns 3 Hewillbeſftow the Land of Canaan for their Revycauc, 
and that by Covenant, verl, 7.18, a large income tor to 
{1pport them, 
Abrabam {eernsaftoniſtvd-at the hearing of theſe things, 
Q. and Queſtions, Whereby ſhall I know that I ſhall inherit it 
werſ. 8. a queſtion hat ſprang net out of diffidence, or a. 


folute wnbelcef, but ont of an holy Admiration, as One Ccx- 
taſicd 
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The gogd old mans Burial, exc. 
taſted wich joy, and deſiring moretully ro be informed 
abour it, Sel, Tothis God givesa double anfwer, x  rf12- 
nal, 2. Verbal, 

1 Viſiexal, They ſhoutd have it when they had beca 
firtt grievoufly afflicted, many of chem lain, many 
chopt 11 peeces, which ſeems to-be {omething of the 
Myſtical meaning of thoſe Ceremonies 1n. that Sacrifice, 
by which the Covenant ſhould be confirmed, verſ, 10. 


.. 


viz. the dividing ot the Sacrifice, and laying cach Pezel. & 
pecce one againſt another ; and when che Birds of Prey Pareus inloe- 


ſhould come dowty t c, Pharach and the eEgyprians 
tall on to devourthem, the Lord would raiſe up one of 
Abrahams Seed, implicitly Moſes, tortray them away, 
and to deliver his Oft-ipring, verſ. x1, they ſhould not 
want proteCtion, 

2 Verbal, yerſ. 13, 14. Which make out the for 
mer Myſtery. Know of 4a certainty thy Seed ſhall bee 
a ſtranger in a Land-that it wot theirs ( viz., Egypt) and 
ſhall ferve them, and they ſhall afflift thens four hundred 
years, and alſo that Nation whom they ſhall ſerve will 1 
ny, » and afterwards ſhall they come out with greas 

ubſtance, 

f Probably the Searcher of all hearts ſaw Abrabarm in 
ſome doubt, why livery and ſeifin, or peaceable poſ- 
ſeffion of that Land ſhould be deferred to long 2 Hee 
therefore affigns the cauſc in the Verſe after the Text » for 
the iniquity of the Amorites « net yer full, He was mitt- 
ded to root them nip, and that none might in afrer times 
cenſure his proccedings as injurious, he wil) ſufter them 
co fill up che meaſure of their iniquitic, chat they might 
be without excuſe, and the mouthes of all ſtopped, ar 
the beholding of their total exrirpation, 

« It may be yet ſome ſcruple might reſt wpon the ſpirit 
of Abraham, wha ſhall become of me when all theſe evils 
betide my poſterity ? h 

A. The Lord bids him reſt {atisficd; for before all the(c 


evils ſurpriſethy-Sced, thou ſhalt go to thy Fathers in Le» Juvz. 


eace. And hence -the belt Expolitors render the He- Jiu 


Parcas. 


ew Particle (tranſlated by ours as copulative) 4di{- 
B 2 eretively, 


- 


4 


2 Chro.34.23. 


Czſas fn't Jo- 
fias 31, anno 
Regai, mratis 
39. quotics ei 
moriendum fu- 
ct  durius 
vivendo vi- 
diflet veram 
rel:gionem 
everti, filios 
Caprivos ab- 
guci, regaum 
excendi. 
Lavat, 
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Abrahams Interment, or, | 


eretively, yer thou ſhalt go, or, b»t thou ſhalt go to thy 
Fathers 4n peace, 

This Relative conſideration of the words may yceld 
unto us this profitable inſtruction. That 

Dot. Toe Lord in his abundant Mercy ſometimes takes 

away bu by death, frem the beholding of fu ure evils. 

Thus we {ce is promiſed hereto Abraham. Leſt his heart 
ſhonld rend in pecces upon the ſight of all the miſcrics 
that ſhould befall his Off-ſpring in future times ; hee 
ſhall firſt go ro his Fathers in peace. The like tor (ub- 
ſtance was promiſed to pious Feſuah long attcr; when 
evils were approaching apace, the appreheaſion where - 
of did much ſcare, and deje& him, God caſt in this Pro- 
mile tor his ſupport ; Behold, I will gather thee to thy Fae 
thers, and thou ſhalt be gathered ta thy grave in peace, nei» 
ther ſhall thine eyes ſee all the evil that I will bring upon 
this place, andthe inhabitants of the ſame , the barc ſigh 
of which (had he lived to have (een it) would proba y 
have broken his hcart, viz. the {fight of Religion ruined, 
his Sons captivated, his Kingdom rooted up, 8c. God 
therefore removes him by death, from the beholding of 
any of theſe, Now that it favours ot abundant metcy, 
to take away the righteous from beholding evils ro come, 
lerus confider ; 

Firſt, /s it wot agreat mercy, that a max ſhall be rema» 
ved, before he come to be a ſpelt ator of ther mens ſims? the 
ſceing and hearing of all the unlawtul deeds of thoſe 
wretched Sodoms:tes, amonglt whim Lot liveil, was a 
trouble of heart unto bims 'and keeps him as it were upou 
the rack, This drew not a tewy bi many briniſh tears, 
yea rivers of them, trom the cys of holy Dav/a,ptateſſhng 
that rivers of tears ran down his eyes, becaule men kept rot 
Gods Law, This filled the hearts of thote Mourners in 
Ezxkiel, with heart-rending f1ghs,and their rongues with 
heaven-peircing cries, tor all the abominations that were 
done in the miajt of Feruſalim , the wore grace, the more 
ſighing and (cbb;ng, weeping ard wailing for other mens 
fs, God [ſnatches away a gracious-Father, Maſtcr, Huſ- 


band, 


The .yood old mates Burial, ec. 
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- ments 3coming which-we camot ſeez- He cook notice of 
-. che deluge in this own decrceesbetore th e Cataratts of Hea- 


- was minded'totecure, leſt rhey ſhould be in wrapr inthe 
- 'commoncalamity; 'Qur God (ric yr mercy), deals as a 


| uno another FRE they may bee ſecured from dan- 


band, or Prince from the bcholding of the gracelefle pra- 
&iſes ot his iſſne, Servants, wife of ſubjeitry chat! would 
bee a corroſive noto-him- /: 1 | @'at 1 (66351 
' Secondly,: Dath-it nor ſavanr much of Mercy ta be ta- 
hen away from beholding of ather meens' puniſhments ? was it 
not upon this account, that the long liv'd Parriarches 
were takenaway » by death, betore the. flood came? yea 
Methuſelabr the year of the deluge. (it that Chronologer gucks1cer. 
bee notour) leſt his cycs ſhould (ce thar diſmali fight, the Chrono. 
drowning of all fleſh, { perſwade my felt z hat when 4- 
brabam lookt upon the {moak of Sodom. and the Country Gen, rg. 22, 
about ir,a{cending as the ſmoak Ot a furnace, i did occa- 
fionno-lurle grictof heart unto lym; and what the behol- g.,,g;n. 
pr an miſerics of Jernſalemin the belieging>ſacking, Wpirace The 
druining of it, didcreate tor Hajy: Frremyllis- book at gyyyoy TETov 
the Lamentations, penne:{ upon that dolctull occaſion, | 
-may abundantly declare. : 
- [7 Thedcath of Zach and Joſeph before the opprefitons 
:camc on; nndrngs crue|ncs ot: the. Egyptians. made (ci- 
ſure upontheirioff ſpring, ſavourcd of:merty:; and it was Poona 
-a grear bleflingtor ef»gu/tive ito bee raken away by a © ou 
nacurall death, when Genſerik, hag beſficg Hipps, that 
«hee might not {ce the cruelrics gf the Vaudalls, that. were 
/breaking inapon'the Church of God; and tor Farewsy,, jy... y,. 
- that hee-ſhould dic at Heidelberg before: the - enemy was Horny 
- Maſter otitza place that hee fo intiteiytoved, la vita Parti, 
i Thirdly, L5.it not ;4 great mercy to bee taken away 
from the taſting of evills in their own perſons? that chey 
may not tecl rhc.tmar: of. grievous and- diretull Judge- 
mem9herhat is omaticient torefeescalamities and judge- 


ven were opened, hee therefore ſnatches away thoſe that he 
/prudent rick! man, when bee ſees the fire come near his 


own habitation, hee remoyes his Jewells, or his treaſures, 


3 gcrs 


Ex, 9g. 20. 


Abrahams Interment, sr, 

, or 28 acarefull Husbandman in carchins weather 
Stern; wina heeſces the Heavens beclouded, . or a 
ſtorm up,hee will do his urmalt to. get fars' Corn into 
his bara, it poſſible beforc- it bee wet. Wee read: of the 
Egyptians, when they heard that God would caule itts 
rain a grievous hail, ſuch as had not been.in Egype ſince 
theftoundationef it to that preſent, hre that frared the 


- wordof the Lord amonyſt the Servants of Phataghy wiede 


Plata, 


Rey: 14: 13» 


his SermanzsandhisCarcl flic iro their bowſes z fo deg- 
leth our God, when hee fees a ſtorm a commungzhee dri- 
yeth in his-thatas they ſhared not with achers wntheir 
{ins, ſo neither ſhall partake with them in their ſuf- 
tcrings; yea even that noblerved, rhatwhen (ao 
brings 0n avy remarkable deſtruction-ar Alteration in 
a Nation, heefar{trakesaway them that are: good an it, 

©/e I ſhall diſmiſs this Relative obfervation with this 
word of improycment, Lay to heart the Lords taking a- 
way ot any godly'profefiors at any time; for albcit the 
dilpenfationſayoursof mercy to them, yrr :many-rimes 
ir proves ominous to them 'that are left behind; wher 
Swallows flie away , winter i then npproaching Thair 
death indeed is a bleſiyig unto themſelves, for bleſſed arc 
they that dye «the Lord, and nor only they that dis far 
him; yet moſtly it portends evill to ſurviyers ; however 
ir ſhall bee welt with themſelves; as1s het: promiſed un- 
to Abraham, which leadeth mce to the fecond, The 46- 
ſolme conſideration of the words > which affords two {9ul 
cheering Cordialls. 

I The ſhalt go to thy Fathers in Peace. 

2- Aud be buried in a good old age, 

' A couple of Promiſes, or a couple of Branches of the ſame 
Promiſe, that would requirea couple of hours for theun- 
folding of them, ro view them. exaltly, I mutt dcalas 
a Travailer that is on bis way » who may glance his eyc 
- a Prarie Nr rhr9s n= rill ; map I ro bis 
Jour nyescnd,no morc till tarough help from my 
God” Iſtall hayc ſpoken fomerhing of both theſe; as rhey 
lie betore you. Pg 
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An for the opening of rhe firſt, weſhalli Inquire. 
oeſt,” 2 #hat is meant by | bis going 'tohis Fathers ? 
Was hee to go back to Haran) or Ur ofthe Ebaldeer, in his 
life,or bee carried thither, to be interred after death; or was 
hee to go to that place. whit her their ſoules ment upon the diſe 
ſolution of their bodies? 
' "Sol." t, Abrixham was not to go to his 'Fathers, firſt, 
In Body; the place of his locall <4 =p vtY to be (a) 
Matpelab in Cans, and not any other place; ſecondly, 
0g ts DO aprary off 7 poop avs 
creas of his Anc were 
Ratots, ſerving other Gods, and doubtleſlc many of them 
died inrheir condition; 
. 2 Butthe ſenſe of this expreſſion is, Alrahan ſhall 
Obes the rticaning of the Hebraiſm ; thou ſhalr go to 
ee pt corporal ay ſhall anvaththeo a6 
well as.it'&id dothem;” * REL 
divif you eo ripre chefe w, only wich veale ths fred 
ce read. that Abraham bk Lord, and ic 


we Vat: is bb detox pt: Belee= 
2 fr the cn yet itwill mat free any from the 
Þnwm i of che firſt death 

Abrahaw though a Belcever, yea the higheſt in the 
forme. of Beleevers; bringthe Parker of he faithfull, yer 
hce mult die; and it is no wonder, fir\ee#he Decveo is gone 
forth from Gel, which is farre-more jrrevocable-chanthe 
laws of the Medes and Perſians. It appointed moto dl 
os (Belcevers as well as unbelcevers) ovce to die, When 


(a)5en. 25. 77 


Joſh, 24-22 


Dams 


he Scripture ſaih' all, nove i exempred; ſome indeed yep, go a7. 


have ngalt pr; Privitege from fore kinds of _ 
wr lab from ray as themain, Moſes was ——_— 
l crpents as Magiſtrates ſometimes 
(throug men repo ping tron from death intimes of 
angry oor ae 
for Afoſer the (a of the-Lovd Lord ER 
04 


ized them in the end; Dew, 34, 5, 


8 
Joh.8, 5z 


2 King« 13; 2 


Rom, G I3, 


Pla! 89: 49 


Abrahams Interment, or, 


Moak,” Daviel\ was (cored ; from cemde 
chofe” hungry Liens, ycr- bis body, Ta a 'prcy to 
Death, as well as the bodies of Fae - os. ELha Was 
tie Wood yeel harm To pens by the | Foz aut of 
earla.z90 away .inthg £1 
2 This Ni; amt hath made ſei ſure 1n.gl Arte even n where 
faith harh beeh av! ann emiucat way 4s, 1 B ſes, witneſs: 
_ umdertaking that difficult araebgtode 
liver {ſrael out of Egger » Faichinthe = dideat up all 
bis tcars, and engaged: him, in that difficult work. yer 
Death. « laſt did- arxeſt him, .as was hinted before; (o in 
Job, a great Practionerin; the life, of faith ; rhar 
madc him draw up this Reſolution, Though be Wa mes 
yet will I truſt in bing, © 
Davids a Belcever,a man after Gods own heart, and 
yet Death oyertook: him; and Pan, who.  peoſeſſed, F 
{: Tey yer mot 1, but Chriſt les in my, and the life tha * 
now live, 1 aac 2 fhe Jah of the Son of Cebttes yet, 


did not 
© be here repre 
leevers both be 


yea III of $ 7 
been.taken-oft; 'and the 1 pl, hath TE 
vantot Death would not.go on daily to Arr 

at Gods Sute. 

Thirdly, The holeeſt Belcever hath in his body the Prin- 


le of death, viz, {», and-that curwiltcd withhis 
on YL : : Ms pan u extcred inte the Log dirs and 
death by fin, and: ſe death paſſed upen.al, &c.* The halleſt 
may cry out; as thoſe Sons ot the Prophets, O thew man 
of God, death 1s inthe pot, death is in the body, | 

Bodies of Sin will become bodies of Death, becauſe 
firvis in the Soul as a.Canker at the: root;. that. will ki 
the Trees! asthe Worm th None Jonahs Gourd, Wa 
made :it wither away ; drew out that Empha- 
tical Quere,, What mon i be that livaths and ſhall not ſee 
death > "Shall be deliver his ſoul ( himſelf). from the hand 


ro Hottaind A. queſtion that cattics 2. FRANRE An 
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ſwer inthe bowels of it; 9+ d+ no many cven-the molt 
eminent beleeving, or holxe#h for living, Can. free humaſclt 
from the taſting of death, 

Ve. Look not you now that are Beleevers to be frecd from 
the common fare of all real C hriſt iaps, YU. 4, Death; COUNT 
upon this, Dye I mult, 1 know not how loan, 

Q. But if my faith exempt me not from death, what «- 
VaAils me tobe a Belerver ? : 

Sel. Much evcry. way, chiefly becauſc by Belecving 
though thou be not freed fromthe {troke, yet fure thou 
art to be proceed from the ſting of. death; fo that 
evcn in the very jaws of dcath a Beleaygr may 1. holily 
exult, 0 Death, where is thy Fhing! © Qrave, where # thy 
viftory | theſting of death is ſin, the ſtrength of ſin i tbe 
Law, but thanks be to God that gives us vittory through 


x Cor. 15 


eſs our Lord; 2, yea ſure thou arr ro bedelivercd Rev. 20: 5 


Chriſt : 
from the Second Death» thy faith intereſting of thee, 1n 
the firſt ReſurreQion, and implanting thee anto Chriſt, 
it frees thee from C nation. He that belerverh on 
the Son hath everlaſting life, viz, even here fotneway in 
poſſeſſions well as hereafter fully in reverſion. Beſides, 
thou mailt be certain the condition of death is-altcred 
tothe, it being not now formally the wages of fin, bur 
rurned intoa part of choſe advantagious chattles thar Uo 
belong unto thee, 1 Cor. 3. 27, Allis thine, even Dearh, 
as well as other things. Death to thee is only the final perrod 
= all thy miſeries, and the ready inlet tothy full and eternal 

appine fs 

Now God permitshis Decree totake hold upon thee for 
divers gracious ends and purpoſcs, viz+ 

1 Tocaſt cut perfeitly the remainders of fin, that cven 

after our Converſton do ſtill abide within us. W ben the 
Prieſt under the Law had been to view the houſe infe- 


ed with che Plague of the fretting Leprofic, the houſe Lev.14. 43,44; 


om. $8. & 


Joh. 3. 36 


was fo be broken down, ſtones, timber, and all the 45 


morrar of ir : Jeſus Chriſt ſecs the fretting Leproſic of Sin 
to be in thee, that will norbe outed of its Habication, cill 
that carthly Tabernacle of ing be pulled down. 
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Abrahams Interment, or, 
2 Toput as ed taall the perplexing miſeries that db be- 


fall thee bere,' Whilſt Zr al was in the Wilderneſs they 


wcre inteſted with fiery Serpents, never totally freed 
from them till they came to Canann ; fo whilft thou art in 
the wilderneſs of the World, thou art lyable tothe ſting- 
ings of many fiery Serpents, the fiery Serpents of Sin 
and Miſcry. ' Abtolute immunity will be obtained by 
Dcath from them, and nor before. 

3 Tobe agate for thy Admiſſion, or entrance into Hea- 
ven. Death indeed toon unbeleever is the door of Hel, 
but to a Beleever it 15 the entrance of Heaven; this in- 
eagered Pax! with ſo much paming to be diſſolved, 
and to be with- Chriſt 3 what Jacob ſpake in another 
caſe, is true here of the death of a Belecyer, this i the 

ate of heaven. 

Vſen, Yet know this for thy comfort, though death bc 
unavoydable, dye thou mult, yer thou maift affure thy 
ſelf thou ſhalr dyt in peace.; which leads me ro the mair- 
ner how "Abraham ſhall be gathered unto his Fathers, 
which is the E/:zxir of tbe Promſe ; He ſhall go in peace ; 
whence we may oblerve, 


D948 Dot, That it is a Beleevery tranſcendent Priviledee 


Mu  ! $60 w#10biy Fathers,(or to dye) mpeace, 
For the'ptofitable handling ofthis rrurh , 
r- Tc endeavour to ſkew you-what is meant by going to 
his Fathers, or dying in peace. | 
2 lic ftudy clearly ro-make'it out : 
1 Tharit1s a priviledge to dyc 1n peace, 
22  Atranfcendent priviledge brlonging to 
| Belcevers, 
3 Hecaltin ſomerhing by way of improvement. 
Q- 1. that is meart by going tobis Fathers, or dying in 


ce ? | 

Sol. The Phraſe is of different conſtruftion in difte- 
rent places of Scripture, 

I finde it ſamerines oppoſed to 4 violent, immature, or 
forable kind of end, Thus to Zedekiab, as bad as he was, 
it was promiled, Thou ſha/t wot dye by the Sword, Ws A 

violent, 


The good old mans Buritl, &c- v8 
violent,but thou ſhalt dye ia peace i.e. come auto 2 Nate 
ral death, Jer-2 4-4, 5.10 David adviling So/omen to cut off 
Joab by a torable deati, he uſcrh almoſt a parallel ex- 
prcſſiongnor ina promiſſory,but minatory way; Let nt his 
hoary head go down 20 the grave impeacty 1, c, let him dyc a 
violent death, and be rolled ro his grave in bloud. , 

But ſometimes / fide it oppoſed ts an aucomfortabſe end, 
and then to dyc in pace is #0 dye in the ſenſe of in- 
ward peace , or in an eftate of reconciliation; and this 1 
look upon as the common priviledge of all belcevecrs. 
Joſiah had this in, promiſc , though hee- dyed of bu * Chi0.34. 28 
Wawnds , yer he dycd ia a reconciled condition with 
God ; and this is the main of the Promiſe to HAbrahons 
hcre, compared with ver. 6, | 
x ON —_— * the SE he atcounted it to . : 
ins for righteow|neſs, being naw juſtified through faith be 25-1 
had peace with God, And when he _ ro m_ he ſhall 
dye in peace, being ſenſible of his ſtandivg in the grace. 
aud favour of Ged, and reſting onthe invaluablemeritsob gp, x 
Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe day he faw, and upon that ac- Gen, 2578 
—_ with a placid ſpirit he reſigned up his Soul uats 2 
117, 
Q. 2 How it may be made outxthat to dye in-peace is a 
priviledge belonging to belcevers? Et 
1 We call that a Priviledge which us an Inomunity, gran- Privilegium 
red to ſome of favorr, and denied to others of juſtice, Wee eſt privaca lex, 
all deſerve as todye, foto dye with fear, terrour, and Priratum (eu 
amazement; - but our God in mercy exempts Belceyers bogalare jus 
from the common Lay of deaths as it. is the * King of tnmune 5c 1 
"2 . K wns* 
Terrours, and vouchfatcth them this tayour, to depart in'dulum, Heſti- 
pcacc, when others depart with horror, en, Reginald _ 
;. > This we ſay ts the Beleevery priviledge ; for, as for PP fori 
x Ugbelceycrs, and all wicked men whatſoever, Ee vob 
there us no peace ts the wicked ſaith my God, they are as.the * Job oi : 
troubled Sea, when it caunot reſt; whoſe waters caſt om El.yy. 20, 21 
.re aud dirt ; an elegant Similitude, whereby the Pro- 
pher (erteth forth to the life the reſtlefnels af wicked 
men, thongh the Sea hath ..no; Winds, nor Tempelts 


2 from 


x King. 2:6 


12 Abrahams Interment, or; 
from wichout ro infeſt it, yer it is reſtleſs of its own na- 


ture from within ;- Tot is in wicked men, though they 
have no outward cauſes of trouble, yct ftill they have 
cauſes of inward trouble upon point of Conſci- 
ence, than which what more exquiſite torture or ror- 
menter canthere be? The Heathens tell us of the Furies 
laſhing wicked miſcreants. and theſe: were- only the 
laſhes of an inraged Conſcience, every mans own fin 
creating Soul-racking trouble to cach impenitent fin- 
ner, But 
3 For Belcevers, it is #xts thews promiſed, they being 
the perſons alone that love the Law, Pſa. 119. 169. 
Greas peace have they that love thy Law, and nothing ſhall 
offend them. The Law of God, it isthe picture ot the 
mind of God; whicha Bcleever loves no lels than a lo- 
ving w ite the Letters of her indeared Husband, 
yca, inhnely more, they being the perſons that alone 
are mer being juſtified by faith they- have peace 
with » and they alone ſhall enter into peace; they 
Ef. 59. 1, 5 had peacc emtring into them living, and they emter into 
peace when dying ; it is they, and they alone that are able 
Luke 2. to ſay when Death approacheth, Lord new {creſt chow thy 
fervant depart inpeace, &'s, 
2 I will make out, that codye in peace is a tranſcen- 
dent privitedge : 
Sol,. F, ar Logicians call Tranſcendemt , that 
<cheibler Me- exceeds in Nobility, Eminency, Sublimity, all A- 
zap, lib. 2. c.1 r5ſtox/es Categories ; belides, ro dye in peace; i» true 
m. 15, tral" Þ Goſpe/peace Was athing he knew not of, and we ſhall 
an, agg not trouble our ſelves to labour to reduce it to any of 
pets x them; this peace is the peace of Godthat paſſeth all wnder- 
efſcndi, ſtanding, it is that peace of God whereof heis the Author, 
Þgesghot: and Conferror, that keeps our hearts ſtaid in peace, as 
praſidio cuio» ;1; ay impregnable Gariſon, this peace is prayed: for as a 
dicr, Bez priviledge of greateſt worth z Peter praics not only that 
Grace, = £6 Peace might be multiplied to thoſe 
Col.3-1% 7owhomhe wrote. And fo Pasl, Let the peace of God 
Feapuwiro olein Jour hearts, as 4 Judge deciding all Controverſies 


between 


| 
EE 


The g00d old mans Burial, exc. 13 


berwees them that are contending for Maſterics ; nay, this 
was conferred by Chriſt as the greateſt mercy that wee 
might receive on this fide Heaven, witneſs that Gelder 
bequeſt ct his, My peace I give to you, Princes in power Joh. 14. 23 
ſcldom promiſe toys or trities, bur things ot moment and 
proae worth. It was a great favour of Jeſus Chriſt ro 
us Diſciples at ſea, toallay the Winds, and the Storms 
that were up againſt themy8 what is it toallay the ſtorms 
ot Conſcience that are upon them ? Chriſt among other 
ticles is dignified with this, that he is the Prince of peace, El-g. © 
yea our peace, who hath taken away the enmity between 
us and our God, having purchaſed peace for us, by no 
meaner price than the bloud of his Croſs; that priviledge 
muſt needs be tranſcendent that was purchaſed at ſuch a tran- 
Jeendemt rate. 
2 Beſiaes, if we de but look unts the nature of this peace, 
it 15 that peace that doth tranſcend all the Ken of Na- 
ture; Nature may take notice of peace with man, but 
for that peace with God,and peace with Conſcience, 1t 1s 
out of Natwres Horizon, He that hath peace with Godyſhall Roms 5. r 
always have peace in God, he will ſpeak, peace unto his *®- 55. 9 
people, If we have peace with bins be can make our p,qy, 16,7 
Enemies to be at peace with us. The Prince that hath 
peaey withany State, hath peace with all the Forces be- 
onging tO it; we having peace with bim, he can make 
all his Creatures to be ar e with us, not only che 
Beaſts, bur the very ſtones 1n the Feild. ro be in a» ami-Job 5-33 
cable League with us ; and when peace rules.in Conlci- 
ence, having tranquillity withing we need not care what 
ſtorms are wichout. When Chritt ſpeaks peace ro Con- 
{cience, as once to the raging Sea, peace and be ſtill, who 
then can create trouble ? And if our hearts condemn ns 
not, then have we confidence towards God, (0 that trium- 
phantly we may break out, The Lord is neere that 
juſt ifies me, whoſbal contend with me? Whena man hath 
been arraigned for his lite, and after is acquitted, how 
is he inwardly comforted? it was this inward peace that 
anabled the Martyrs wich ſerenity of ſoul; and uadaunt- 
CEN cdneſs, 


1 Joh, 3 


Mal. 1 18 
127, 


Job. I6. -,L 


AQ,16.30,31 


Luke 11,'12 


Mar. 4. 39 
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Abrahams Interment, or, 
edneſs of ſpirit ro paſs _—_ the fiery Trialz and for 


Contcfſors, though ſurr with many troubles, yet 
hear their acknowledgments, the Farther lowveth me, the 
Son hath redeemed me, the Spirit comforteth me, how 
then ca 7 be ſorrowful? in the moſt ws mom Maney of rhe 
Stone crys out another, one asking him what he felr, 
he anſwered, 1 have peace within, though in my fleſh I ans 
(aw of moſt exquiſite torments ; it is this peace that is 

caven upon earth while we live, andrendereth us wn- 
daunted even inthe jaws of death, 

F'ſe, Now tor the improvement of this truth, be per- 
(waded to get an intereſt in this priviledge, I mean to get 
well-prounded peace,” that when Death comes you may 
50- to your Fathers in peace. It may bee ſome may 

ucre, 
k Q. Do all that dye peaceably, dye in peace ? 

R. Yes, all that aje in an eſtate of true veal Goſpel peace, 
I confeſs there is as much difference berweei: eruc and 
falſe Peace, as between rruc and counterteir Gold, Silver, 
or Jewels; yetthis obſerve, that then peace is well groun- 
ded according to the tenor of the Goſpel, when 

1 [t flows in after the convincing ſight of ſim, when a 
man beholding his face ia the glaſs of the Law, and the 
Curſe of it, hath been brought to cry oat, Sirs, what muſt 
1499 be ſaved? Falſe peace {prings out of a {enſcle{s, be- 
numbed, ſleepy, or ſeared Conlcience, that never met 
with any cronbs at all, according to that of Chriſt, when 
the frong man (armed with ſtrong corruption) keeps( poſ- 
ſeſſion of) his palace;(s.e. his heart)his goods arc in peace, 
all goes well, all is at peace;burt whenrhe Spirir comes in, 
and convinces of fin, he cjectcth the ſtrong man our of his 
Dominion. Chriſt ſpake not peace;and be ſtil}; ro the Sea, 
ntl theſtorms had been upon it ;So neirher ſpeaks he to 
Conſcience; Os 

2 It cones from heaves, even from the God of peace 
who is in heaven, and ſpeake:b peace ( upon the f(enſe of 
their Jultification ) unto hzs people, who arca willing peo- 
ple roſcrye him in all duties that he requires; yea, an 
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obedicnt, and holy people betore him; falſe peace is al- 
rogether from Satan, who promiſerh peace, though 
men go on ro adde drunkenneſs to thirſt, and {trikes 4 Deut. 29,19 
Covenant with the ſinner, which makes him fondly 
conchude,that he hath made a Covenant with Dea h,and with EC, 38, 15, 18 
Hell he is at an agreement, this {intul peace God tooner or 
later will diffolve, it ſhall not ſtand, Bur as tor that true 
peace begun here, when we arc made (cniible of rhe 
bloud of Sprinkling, and have our Conſciences purged Heb. 10. 22 
from dead works, it will indure unto crernity. | 

3 It i attended with Santtity, and that's the ground of 
Paxls conjunStion of them, Now the God of peace ſanttifie 
you throwghomt; to whom God ſpeaks peace, he 15 al- 1 Theſs, 23 
waysSa SanCtificr, a purifier of the heart and lite from 


{1n, 

Q. It may be ſome may fay, how may we get into ſuch au 
eft are that 'we may be ſure to dye in peace ! 

S, It thy heart be rouchc with what thou ſayeſt, 

1 Preſently fall upon the duty of repentance, bewailing 
{ins of Nature, of Pradtice, againſt the light of the Law 
and Goſpel, crying mightily tor pardon; this uſhered 
in true peace to Davids Soul, an1 brought him in cate in 
the ſerting of his bones, and making him to rejoyce after Pl. 51 
their arc) Fare So that hcart-{mitren Publican crys out, 
Lord be merciful 19 me a fenner, and rhen goes away in a 
juftified condition. Till Sin be removed by Repentance Luke 18, t3 
what peace can there be 2 What peace [7 long as rhe Whoye- 
doms of thy Mother Jezabel, and her Witchcrafts are ſo 
many > What ove to lons as iniquities remain unre- 
pented of > So long as Wind remains ſhut up in the bow- 
cls of the carch thac can ger no vent, an Earthquake dai- 
ly is to be teared ; fo here,an Heart: quake isro be expe+ 
Cted, nntil you have repented. | 

2 Laboyr by faith to take hold of Jeſus Chriſt, whoſc 
Bloud alone is ableto cleanſe our Confciences trom-dead Heb- g- 14 
works, 7, e, from fin; when wee /ook, up to bims ( with the 
eye of faith) whors we have peirced, and be-in heavi- *h 1> 
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Abrahams Interwent, or, 
eſs for him, as A man ic in heavineſs for the death of bus firf 
bor»,rhis brings peace. Faithdeyolves all our guilt upon 
our Suerty Chriſt, and then takes hold of his Meritorious 
Rightcoutnels, which becoming ours by application, we 
arc juſtified in Gods (ight,and thereby acquitted from ſu, 

3 Walk wp uno the Goſpel ;, the promiſe of peace js 
inade alone tothem that walk according to this ruic, nor 
according to the fleſh, but according to the Spirit, this 
brings peace. Mark the pertect man, and behold che up- 
right (in hearc and lite) for the end of that man ts peace, 

4 Keep a good Conſcience 4 chis 1s as a Coninual 
Feaſt, not only in Lite, bur when Death ſtares thee in the 
face; as weſecin Hezckiah, Kemember, O Lord, now I be- 
ſeech thee, how 1 have walked before thee in truth, and 
with aperfet heart, and have done that which is good in 
thy ight. And uponthis account Paw! was fo carctul ro 
exerciſe himſelt,in keeping a good Conſcience, free from 
oftence, both towards God, and man, A pol/xted, cor- 
rapt Conſciexce, will iting a man in the end, as we {ce in 
Spyraz and many Apoltares; whercas an wndefiled Con- 
ſcience will chear us in the worlt of times. 

5 Dye aaily to ſin, make it thy work evcry day to 
drag thy corruptions tothe Croſs of Jeſus Chriſt, never 
leaving till thou haſt faſtned them there, and gotten 
them Cruciticd, eyen thy beloved fins mortified within 
thee; and dye daily unto the World ; get into Chriſt, 
by whom the World may bee crucified unto thee, and 
thou umo the World , and carry thy ſelf as a Crucified 
maninreſpect of it, not heceding, gr, or regarding 
of it, and it thou doeſt thus, thou mayeſt expect an 1n- 
cecelt inthis common Mercy among all Saints, to dye in 

» whether ever thou ſhare in the later part of the 
Promiſe or no, tobe buried in a good old age. Which 
leads me now tothe ſecond Branch in this Promiſe, Thos 
ſhatt be buried in a good old 4 ge, Whence we may take no- 
rice of this laſt obſervation. 

Dot. That burial in a.good 61d age is afforded unto 
ſome Saints by Gods ſpecial induigence ; n 
OL 
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For the proſecution of this truth I ſhall lahpur to ſhew 

x Whatis meantby Burial. 

2 Whatby a good old Age. 

3 How4t may be made our, that for a Saint to bec 
buricd ina good old agc is an evidence otGods indulgence 

1, What is meant by Burial? 

Sei. Burial (peaks nothing, bt the covering of the dead 27 
body of man with earth, or the intcrring of it, es 

Now touching Burial I have nothing to ſay, for any PP rertd 
thing that ſavoursot the leaſt of Superſtition in it, / nes- "Tu 
ther look, upon it if denied by cruel men, as any badge of 
Gods Curſe to Belceyers, though ſometimes he gives 
way toſome ſuch ſtupendious diſpenfations, which was 
the ground of that ſad complaint of old, The dead bodies 
of thy Servants have they given to b: meat unto the Fowls of 
the Heaven, and the fleſh of thy Saints untothe beaſts of the 
earth, their bloud have they ſhed ihe watey round about Pal. 79. x 
Jeruſalem, 4nd there was none to bury them. 

Men indeed have diſcovered much inhumanity this 
way, cſ{pecially Papiſts againſt Proteſtants, by prohibi- 
ting their Burial, or digging up their bones again, as 
they did of Bucer, Fagims, &c. ſuch atts favour of wrath , a; & xon; 
in men, but none in God towards them that were 1n Co- 
venant with him, 

So neither do 1 conſtrae it if afforded , or permitted, as 
any help to heayen, becauſe upon the diflolution of the 
body, the Spirit returns to God that gave it, the Soul 
is admitted immediacly into the embraces of God, 
though the body be kept above ground divers daicstoge- 
ther; yet this I may fay,upon a Scripture account,concer- 
ning Burial, that the decent interment of the bodies of 
Saints, when death hath divorced thole old compani- 
ons, the Soul and Body, ſpeaks 

1 Mercy inthe [terrers, Which David acknowledg- : $:m. 2. 5, 6 
cd in burying the body ( the crunck ) of Sax!; though - 
we know he wasa bad man, yet he lo ftarre reſented this 
at of the men of Bethſhemeſh, that he {ends unto them "4 
this Mcflage, and with it _- benegiction, Bleſſed are yee K 
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of the Lirdy that have ſhewed this kindneſs ts Saul, a»d 
have buried him ; and he adds this praycrt tor them, The 
Lord ſb:w kindneſs and truth to you, and pailed this Pro» 
miſe unto thems 7 alſo will requite this kindneſs, becauſe 
yee have done thus thing. 

2 Juſtice, inthem that diſcharge thu office; when the 
Soul 15 returned ro God that gave ir, it is a part of juſtice 
that the Body ſhould return to the carth whenee it was ta- 
ken, the Earch indeed 1s the conmun other of all, who 
reccives all that came from her, as the Mother the Childe 
into her lap, God I know laid this in juſtice upon man 
tor fin atthe firſt; 7 how ſhalt retwry tothe earth, for df 
thou art, and unto duſt thou ſhalt retwury, 

3 1t ſpeaks hepezrthar the interrers have of the happy 
ReſurreQion of thoſe bodics which now they commit to 
the ground, they having been Inlirumentcs of Righte- 
oulncſs, Members of Chriit, and being {till united ro hims 
ſhall certainly be raiſed by him wno glory ; aud upon 
theſe accounts I deem the care of Saints to have been 
tO ſee therr friends decently interr'd, as (a) Tſaac, «Abram, 
(b) Joſeph, his Father Faces, and choſe devour men, (c) that 
ſtoned, Maſſacred, Martyrd Body of that Proto-martyr 
Stephen, as knowing that the bodics of Saints fown 1n 
corruption, ſball be raiſcd in incorruption; fown in diſ- 
honour, ſhall be raiſed in glory ; ſown in weakneſs, ſhall 
be raiſed 1n pow cr. And hence the Burial-place among 
the Greek Fathers is called the fleeping place, or the Der- 
mitory of Saims, tncy only thcp, and therefore they 
will awake again, they ſtill though 'in the duſt are uni- 
cd unto Jeſus Chriſt, and ſhall be reunited with thcir 
Souls, that aſcending to Heaven, they may beever with 
the Lord. 

2, What is meant by a #ocd 6/4 age? 

S.1. The Noton here rex4red 01d Age, properly im- 
ports gray hairs, and by a Metonymy of the Adjuntt, 
Old Age, gray hairs being the ordinary difcovyerers of it, 
tor that gblcrvation ot that Rabbine, that gray hairs is 
moxe than old Age, becaulc as he faith, a man at fixty 
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15 come to old Age, and one at ſeventy to gray hairs 
after which a man becomes decrepirt. This is bur his 
mcer Phanſie, for how many cyen wirh us come to gray 
hairs before filty years, lome betore forty years of age? 
But to wave this, iris fulltcient tor us ro know, that in 
rhe O:d Teitament they are uſe] as Synonimacs, j, co words 


fagnifyine the ſame thingy, and that by old age we under- 


trainds the winter of mai 5 life, the evening, or Swn- ſet of bis 
days, the utmoſt p riod of bus time on earth. Other Ages 
have till another Arc to ſucceed them, as Childe ood 
is ſucceeded by Youth, Youth by Man-hooJ, Man- 
hood by Old Age; bur old Age hath no sther Sacceſſor 
but Death, it being the laſt declenſion; or degree of the 
lomgeſt life. 

2 By a good Old Age we mcan not barely a great ge, 
though I confeſs old Age is an Embleme ſome way of 


19 


Gods Erernity,whence he 1s {tiled the Ancient of deys, and Das. 7. 9. 


therefore ſo deſcribed, his raimert was as white as ſnow and 
the hair of his head as whine as wool; a Perrphr.ifis of 
old age; and belides, old age hath been hononred by God, 
in cheoſ:-g men of age for weighty imployments, as God 
choſe Moſes and Aaron when they were ({tricken in years, 
to lead /ſra:1 out of «/Egypr, and when he would cſta- 


bliſh a ſtanding Judicatory in /ſrael, ke would have ſe- 1 cx, 18 


venty men of rhe Elders of [ſrael gathered unto him ; 
Morcover, their Judges were old men that fate in the 


Gate to hear, and determine the Cauſes of the people Deve. 2341 F | 


chat were brought before them ; nay, I acknowledgethat 
old age is ſome way venerable 1n it ſelf, which was the 


ground of that Command, Riſe #p before the hoary head, Levi. 19.23 


and honour the face of the old man, thoſe of Gadera built a 


Temple to old age, becauſe of the reverence and reſpe&t Elan 


they bore unto 1t. 
2 Muchleis do we mean by agood 01d age, the trrning 
over of many jeartin a way of fin, old age cannot be good 


where old men are naught, fin being 4 reproach to any neople, Prov, 14.34 
, | 


or perſons, wherher they be oid or young; to lee men 
tricken with age, and oyer-run with coyctouſnrels , 
D 2 when 
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whenall the Limbs of their bodics grow old, only covc- 
roulncls grows Young » which makes them atraid 
{omcrimesrto ule what God hath caſt in upon them, and 
Quo minus the leſs of the way they have yer to travel, the more they 
reſtax viz © area covering proviſiontor the way ; or to ſce anold man 
m_ un*  over-run with petriſhnels, trowardneſs,croſneſs, that no 
Cicero de /«- Man can ſpeak to him, no morethan co Naha/; or to fee 
tos. the fruits of the old man, old corruptions to remain in 
1 Sam, 25- 27 {trcngrh, a manabiding in old age, an old Swearer, an 
old Drankard, an old Cheater, an old Arhieſt , contem- 
ning the \Word, or Miniſtry, 8c. In brict, whea a man 
remains ax old weather-beaten ſizmer though his age 
be continued to a hundred years, it can never bea good 
E(ſ.65. 290 old ageuntohim ; for a ſinner of an hnndred years old ſhall 
be accnrſed, 

3 Nor yet ds I mean that old age is therefore good, be- 
cauſe only attended with Corporal, or outward good 
things, fuch as arc Health, and Strength, though I deny 
not to be lively in old agc, and ro injoy a good mea{ure 
of them, to be a great bicſſing; when a man is able to 

Toſk. 14.10,11 {ay with Caleb, who proftciic.1,1 am chiday forrſcore and 
: five years old, and yet 1 am as ſtrong this day as in the days 
that Moſes ſent me, as my ſtrength was t*-1, even ſo 14 ney 
ſtrength now for war both to go out and ro come in; itisa 
grearmercy bur yet common withChriſtians an.l Pagans, 
Lib,de SencR. as with Maſiniſſa in Tvlly,Neither do] look upon old age 
as only good when attended with Riches and Honour, 
though theſe make old age ſometimes the more pleaſant, 
Wheu Grace 15 open for the Ong of them; yea | 


Yeeav acknowledge old age to be uncomtortable, where a com- 

«T0, petency of Creature-comforts are wantmg ; however, it 

Laert, Grace be abſent, though Riches be preſent, old age cau- 
not be good. 


4 Bur old age is then good, 
1 When men are good ino/dage, I do notlook that any 
Max 19.17 manis, or can be good of himlclt, for there is none good 
but God; but men are then good when they are made 
good by the ſanfttying Spirit of God ; or plainer _ SY 
| 1c 
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Thenold age is good whencrowned with Gracc, the beſt 
of good things; hear Solomons determinations A gray Prov. 16. 31 
head 3 a crown of glory, if it be found in away of righ= 
reonſucſs. When a man hath pur oft the Old Man, an4 
pur on the New, which atter God 1s created in righte- 
oulne(s and truc holineſs, when he hath the Image of 
God repaired iu him, which makes him renew bis youth Pal. 163.5 
like the Eagle, I ſhall not diſpute the manner of it, how 
the Eagle £95 renew her yourh, whether it be by ſoar- Zcuer, ads, 
ing aloft into the Element of Fire, and there lcaving her 
Feathers, and caſting her (cif ſpecdily into the Seca , 
whereby .ſhe grows young again ; yet there 1S this Mo- 
rally init, when the Soul ſoars aloft to 1njoy communi- 
on with God, who is as a conſuming Fire, our of Chrilt; 
the Soul caſts it ſelf into the ſea of Mercy, into that 
Fountain opened tor Sing,and for uncleannels, whereby 
it doth renew its Spiritual youth; or whether it be by 
knocking off ber beak ( the uppcr part of her 5:1! ) by bear- 
ing it againſt the Rock, which Meorally we may thus ap- 
ply, when the Soul findes corruption in it {elt, 1t gets to 
the Rock Jeſus Chriſt, and there repenting and belec- 
ving, yea by the highett actings of Faith incavouring 
to knock off irs beak, its inordinate de{wes tothe World 
| a Saint becomes cla! with the Sunot Righteoulaets, and g,, ;. 
| preſently the Moon is under his teet,which makes him co © 
uleche world as though he uled it not;a renewed old man 
| isas a renewed Eagle, inabled ro mount up 17 duties with 
wings as Eagles, torun 1n the ways of Gods Commande- 
| ments, and yet & no: weary ( of weill-doing ) to walk,tf. zo. zt 
and yet #« not faint ; 11 a word, when the Soul of man is 
| once bathed in that Fountain that is ſer open for the cure 
of Sin, he comes out as Naamarn out of Jordan, when* N'"8 5- 74 
hu fleſh was reſtored as the fie of a little Childe,, and hee 
became clean. Man waſhed in this Fountain becomes a 
new Creature,having a acw. nature, 10.a Divine Principle * Pet. t. 4 
of good intuſed into him, andthis makgs him good, good 
at all times, good in age eſpecially. 
2 When men do goodin old age, as the Lord hath rejoy-Eec{c{.6. :. 6 
3 "s «i ; 
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ced over them to do them good, fo they make it their 

Pſ:!. 934 work, cven with joy to do all the good they may, that 
1nakes them in age more hohily freitful than ever in 

youth, I mean inall che fruits meer for repentance, in all 

the fruirs of the Spirit as in /ove, joy, peace, long ſuffering, 

Gal.s. 22, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, m:ckreſry temperance, with all 
the expreſhhonsoft them, wherewith they abound in old 

age; inthis, trees {act b; Chrift in ms Church, diftcr 

trom trees planted vy men in their Gardens, the tormer are 

alwaies moſt fruittul in age, as the Pſalmiſt ayers, ſuch 

Vii\.92,13, AS are planted in the Houſe 'of the Lord, (1,e, (uch arc 
4, 15, implanted into Chriſt ) rhey ſhall flouriſh in the Comrts 
of our God, they thall {till 6ring forth fruir in o/d age, yir, 
T he truits of Picty, Purity, Mercy, being defirous cor- 

dially to Conſecratc, as their time and ftrength, fo their 
eſtates to Ged, ſaying as David, of thine own, Lord have 1 
i C'10-29, 14 given thee, A good old man lcoks upon himfelt only as a 
Steward of all outward injoyments, and as a Steward he 

will be careful to diſpoſe ot all according to his Maſters 
minde ; he puts down his Imprimzs for the maintenance 
of the W orſhip of God, and his. /rems for the poor, the 

lick, the lame, the blinde ; and in a word, he doth endea- 
Eal.6. 19 your tOdogood toal] men, but eſpecially to thoſe that are of 
the howſhol of faith,he doth defireto be rich in good works, 
ready he 5s to diſtribute, willing to communicateglaying wp tn 
ſtore for himeſelf a apr foundation againſt the time to come, 
that he may lay hold wen eternal life, 1 Tim. 6. 18, In 
2 word, he makes it his end ro honour God with his (ub- 
ſtance, and with the firſt fruits of his increaſe, as know- 
ingthis to be the moſt thriving way. | 
2 When a man grows #pto be an old D, ciplezthen old age is 
ProY- 3-5 ood, whena man is grown old inthe fincere profeſſion 
ans 31-16 the Goſpel, as we read of 75 mp dignified with this 
title, becauſe he had been a Diſciple of long ftan4ing in 
the Church of God ( whether he were of the Seventy two 

firſt ſent abroad by Chrift, or one tharcame into Chriſt 

long before others) an oid Diſciple he w.> and Spiritual 

ſeniority carries Spiritual dignity along with 1t; and 

Upon 
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upon this account Paw gives preheminence to Awdron;- 


©3 


ens, and Jwwnia, becauſc they were in Chriſt before him , Rom. 16, 7. 


an oidDiſciple as an old friend ſhould be vyalucd at a tar 


higher ratethan old gold 

4 When a man is adorned with thoſe Graces that are 
the ornaments of old age ; What though his face be 
withcredy or furrowed with wrinckles withouc, yet the 


bid man of his beart is decks with grace within, elyecially 


with thoſe reckoned np by Saint Faw, as ſobriety (in O- 
pinions, in converſation} 1n meat and drink ( which 
{ometimes prove a {nare to men in age, as they did ro 
Noak and Lot.) 2 Gravity, conſiſting in afcemiy, mo- 
deſt, yea venerable deportment in Geſture, Speech, Ap- 
parrel, Countenance. 3 Temperance,which ipcaks the mo- 
dcrating of themſclves in reſpe& of their defires,bur above 
all with 4, Soundneſs inthe x, Faith, not as Reeds blown 
up and down with every wind of Do&rin, bur built up- 
on the Rock Jeſus Chriſt, they remain unmoveable ; 
yea when moved torenouace Chriſt, or his Trurh , they 


reply with Policarpus, This fourſcore and fix years have Eulcb. |, 4; 


] ſerved him and he never did me hurt, and ſhall I now <- 15. 


defi him? 8c. 

2 Soundneſs in Charity, in love to God, to Chriit, to 
his Charch, his Miniſters, his Members, where he {ces any 
thing of Jetus Chriſt, . 

z-Soundnes is patience,willing todo,or (utter any thing fo 
Chriſt,counting all things but loſs or dung that fo he may 
win him, Phil. 3, ; 

To conclude, when a man 1s gray in years, and gray 
in all ſanttifying Graces that beautifie old ages old age 1s 
good thento him, and tor him, . 

5 When a man is every day more avd mere built up in all 
the old experiences of Gods Love and goodneis towards 


him, as David, [ bave been young and now am old, yet never Il 3y. 25 


faw [ the righteous forſaken, ner his ſeed begging bread. 
Whar though others of his intelletuals do decay with 
age? yerheis careful to keep his memory for to bee a 
Store-boufe, a Treaſury of all Gods Mercies, as we (cc 
in old Abraham, what a Recognition do we read of 

Gods 
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Gea,q4?-15,6, 


I Pet, 1. 14. 


Mat, 27, 60. 

2 Sam, 19. 25+ 
37. 
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8's quam de de- 
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Godsold loving kindneſſes, Gen. 24. 7, The Lord 
which took mee from my Fathers houſe, and from the land of 
w) Kindred, and which ſpake unto mee, and ſware unto mee 
ſaying, untothy ſeed will I pive this land, 

So inold Jacob, what a mercy-admiring man was hee? the 
God that fed mee all my lite long tothis day; the Angel that 
redeemed mee from all evill, ec, a5 the Remembrance of 
old {ins 1s loathiome to a gracious old man, fo of old 
mercics exceeding gratctuil, &c. 

6 When a man in his old age makes it his b:ſmeſs to finiſh 
that work that God bath given him ts do, A man came not 
11to the World to cat, drink, fleep, take his caſc, or heap 
up Riches, bur God ſ{entevery man intothe World upon 
lome ſpeciall account or other: whether as a Magiſtrate, 
a Miniſter, or a private Chriſtian? among other ends 
as private perſons; God ſent us interhe World that wee 
ſhould work, out our Salvation with fear and trembling, to 
make our calling and eleftion fare, 1,c, {urcto our {clves; 
when a man makes it his work, to work the works of him 
that ſent him,while it i5 called to day, becauſe hee knows 
the night comes in which noman can work, or walk; when a 
man can ſay with Chriſt,not long betore his death, I have 
fhniſhed the works thou gaveit mee todo; or with aged 
Paul, he time of my departure ts at hand, T1 bave fought a gaod 
fight, 1 have finiſhed my conrſe; I have kept the faith, hence- 
forth is laid up for mee a Crown of oo os when a 
mat with Dav:d hath ſerved God in his Generation, then 
death becomes welcome, 

Seventhly and laſtly, Old 4 Jens then good when a man 
makes it in oldage his onlywork to make proviſion for deathyhis 
paſſage to happy eterniy, as knowing with Peter,ſhortly he muſt 
put off this Tabernacle of his; hefaithas 1ſaack, behold I am 
old and know not the day of my death,only I deſire to provide 
tor its and is alwaies a pondcring of ity it was upon this 
ACCOUNT that Joſeph of oA rimathea built his own AMons= 
ment.and Bar zillai when moved by David to turn Conrtier, 
and to £0 with him to Jer»ſalem, wo bumbly begs 4 diſmiſ- 
frm, that hee may turn back.to his own City, and die there, _ 
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be buried by the grave of his father and of his. mother, and 
that becauſe that day hee was fourſcore years old, 

minded more to provide for death, than to injoy momen- 
tary Courtly delights ; ſo old Simeon waited for ( Chriſt ) 


the conſolation ot /ſraeh and old Anna departed not from , 1. 


the Temple, but {crved God with faſting and prayer day 
and mght and all to fit themiclyes the more tor their diſlo- 
lution. 

3 Q. Howit may be made out for a man tobe bu- 
_ ina good old age is a ſpecial fayour and mercy of 

od. ' 

S, Tobe buried at any time ſavonys of ſome mercy, as 
Fer.2219, it ſavours of Judgementzto be buricd with the 
burial of an Aſle, or to lye uninterred becauſe of fin. 

But to be buried ina good old age, we cannot bur look 
upon it as a choyle mercy, becauſe very few live to bee 
old ; look upon an Appte-tree in the Spring, you may al- 
molt {ee 1t covered with Bloſſoms, yer how many fall 
before they come to knit? and if knit, how many fall 


yet before they come to be ripe? many arc worm-caten, Eraſmus de 
contemp. 


and they drop ; many axe beaten down by violent Tem- 
peſts, {carce one of ten, yea twenty, yea ſometimes not 
one of torty comes to irs tull maturity ; ſo it is in regard 


of man, abundance of Children like bloſſoms ſeem to! 


cover the ground, but how few of them live to Youth, 
fewer to Manhood, tewelt of all ro old age? but how 
infinitely farre fewer. do liveto'a gaod old age ? it muſt 
needs therefore be a chiet Mercy. Is it not a Mercy when 
we have done our work, then to be called home to re- 
ceiveour Wages? Then to be gathered when here we 
are tully ripe? then tocome to the Grave in a full age, 


25 


like a ſhock of Corn comes in his ſeaſon? To concludes is it Job 5. 36. 


110t a METCy thento be called to make your account,when 
we have been long a preparing, and making ready for 
it? the accounting day to 4 \nſt Stewardis a glad day indeed, 
when he cando itwith joy, and not with gricf ; this fills 


the Soul with panting, Come Lord Jeſus, come quickly ; Rev, 22. 20, 


becauſc he hath now made his _ wuth God, and hee 
: Cad 
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Luks 21, 23 can now lift up his head, becaule hs full redensption draw x 


x Thel. 4; 


: 
\ | Joh. 6.6, 68. go than haſt the words of eternal life? Whea others 


zigh, being inſured that the day. is now drawing on a- 
pace, when ac iÞall hear Chriſt thus ſpeaking unto him, 
Corne thou ble(ſed of my Father, inherit a King om provi- 
ded for thee from the beg inning of the world, 

Bur tor the improvement of all, take theſe three 
words. ; 

”/e 1, To you concerned in this great, this gommun 
loſs, waereinthe Daughcer harh lolt a render Father, che 
Grand-childrenan indulgent Grand-tarher, the Servants 
a good Maſterzthe Pariſh a worchy Partſhianer, the C on- 

regation to which he belonged a vigilanc Elder, yea the 

ity a great Ornament; | know the loſs is greatto all 
related to him;yetto alleviate your grief weigh with mc 

Cx Gods great mercy to you tn ſpar ing him (0 long, a 

Father» a'Friend, a Malter, a Pariſhionzr, au El- 

der, rharhe might be eyes to the btinde, ſtreagth 

tothe weak, a cloather of the naked, one thac 
ſtood oftenin the gap to divere Wrath from you, 
2 Gods mercy to himin gathering him to his Fathers 
in peace , admicting him to burial in a good 
old age. 
© 3 Ponder, though we may mownrn, yet we mult wot mur- 
mure or mourn as them witheut hope tor himthar flceps in 
Chriſt, Lazarusawr friesdſtzep5,our deceaſed triend is only 
to ſleep, he will awake again in the ReſurreRion ; 
cond benowipeak umoyou he would doubrleſs fay,w:ep 
ot for mn, but weep for your ſelves, 

2 To you not only that are concerned in this loſs, but to 
all of you that kyew him, take notice of that ligit part of 
his Cloud which he held forth long before yau;there were 
many fignal things in him worth your imitation. 

: His conſtant attendance upon the Word, which I obſer - 
vedtobe in him thele rea laſt Winters, when fo many 
went back inthe late defeion from Ordinances among 
us, hefpake inctteX as Perer when the Diſciples were 

ioned, Will yee alſo go away ? Lord, to whons ſhall we 
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brough fcathfulncſs would not rife, how dijzgert was 
he in coming to the Morning Exerciſc, eſpecially on 
the Lords Day, even in the ſharpeſt Winter ſcalon, when 
health would permit him? 

2 His real friendlineſs to all the Embaſſadexrys of Jeſus 
Chr: ft, yca toall where he ſaw any thivg of Chriſt ; he 
was both open handed, aid open hearted to all the needy 
Members of Chriſt, and would more gladly do good 
than reccive thanks tor the good hehad done. 

3 His ſympathiſing with the Charch of God inall her ſor- 
rows, efpccially hcretofore in the Palatinate, and at pre- 
ſear 1n Piedewort; as Lors Captivity fetled onthe ſpirit 
of eAbram, (o did the milcrics of -# people of God on 


h 


his heart, be ſeemed to be of E ſays and Jeremies temper. EC. 22. 4+ 
O the Rowlings, Yerwings, compaſſionate Meltings for them Jer. 9. Is 


that were Maſſacred, and his bourty to them thar did 
ſurvive, often ſaying of our Popiſh Adverſarics in the 
Maſlacre of Predemont, we have only 4 pattern of that Stuff 
which onr enemies would cat out for # all, | 

4 Hu exemplary Piety, hetaking up the reſolution of 
old Johua, I and my hiuſe till ſerve the Lord; his known 


Meckancſs and peapancy 6 thongh God had caſt ina great Joſh, 24; 


Eftarc upon him, yet he was not lifted ſup; a meek wvd 
quiet ſpirit im the ſight of God us of great price, I omit his 
walking in a way of private communion with God, 
which was beſt felt in himfclt, yer he gave many difco- 
vcries ofit to all that came near Ria that were acquainted 
with the workings of the Spirit, 

3 To all of you now that count upon, or deſire to 
come to the Grave ina good old age. 

Q. 7t may be ſome of you may be inquiring, wha: mu#t [ 
do that I may ſhare inthis branch of this Promiſe? 

Sol, 1ſball only give a brict anſwer unto this, and fo 
diſmiſs you. 

1 1fthox be yaung, lay the foundation of a good old 
agcin Youth, Train up a Childe in the way he F: 
and he will not forget 1t when he i ol), A young Timothy 
will prove an old AMnaſer, a young Diſciple will be- 
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come an old Diſciple; but can any man look tor gol 
truit trom that tree in Autumn, wherein hee could not 
bero!d citier Blailonw or Leaves in the Spring? Kenem- 
ber therctore thy Creator inthe days of thy youth ; remem- 
ber, to acquaint thy felt wich him, and ro make pcacc, 
that {0 good may come unto thee in time of age ; gcr 
grace in youth, and become obedient unto thy Parents, 
which probably may preparca way tor thy Burial uw a 
good old agc, 

2 IfTouth be elapſed, or run ont in vanity, Vt 

1 Now preſently repent, repent of fins of Youth, and 
ſer upon the ways of Holineſs ; Pa»! had been 1n his 
youth a Periecutor, injurious) a Blaſphemcr, yer atrer re- 
pentance what a toundation did hee lay of a good old 


t Cory 5-19. 2g6,labouring more abundantly than others? he had been 
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zcalous to draw others to Hell, ſonow he was as forward 
ro win others to Heaven ; tor 4»g«uſtime, how vain, vilde, 
vicious, {inful was his youth, wallowing himſelf inall Li- 
centiouſneſs, as his confeſſions ſpeak 2 where how doth he 
bewail himlelt, 8 yet after repentance, what an uſctul In- 
ſtrumeat was he inthe Church of Chriſt? admire,and 
that deſervedly , Chryſoſtoms golden Rollings, Cypriavs 
Martyr-like (pirit;running through all his W orks ; but we 
may behold thele, nay,more than thelcin Auguſtine after 
his repentance, 
2 Keſt not gill thou be implanted into Jeſus Chriſt;our in- 
orafting into him intitles us to dye in peacczand to live not 
only long here, but eyento crerniry hercatter, as frecing 
us from Coudemnation,and enſuring us of admiſſion into 
Heaven. The Science ingrafted into the tree liveth as long 
as the tree, and we ingrafted in Chrilt, as long as Chriſt, 
and that will beto eternity ; if our implantation qualifec 
us for eternity it cannot bur qualific us for the longeſt 
datc of litc here oor . I Ip8 
3 Live piouſly being implanted, Picty not only hath the 
promiſes of his like Tra ofthar thar = come ; impiety 
cuts aſunder the thread of our lives, but Piety prolongs our 
days, as Solomon witnelleth, My Son, let thine beart keep 
7p 
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my Commanadements, for length of days, and long life, and 
peace ſhall they adde to thee. 
4 Livetemperately, leſt thou diggeſt thy Grave with 
thine owateeth; ſobriety being the belt natural means tor 
the prolongation of lite, as ts obviousto experience. 
If thou art a verging, or inclining towards old age, 
and art implanted into Chriſt, 
1 Shew thy ſelf tobe a tree of Gods planting in all thoſe 
fruits of rhe Spirit, mentioned by the Apoſtle, as God gg, ., 
hath made thee good by Grace, to be thou abundant in ** 
all gracious adCtings, 1n all Chriſtian durics, 
Frun-bearing trees are ſeldom cut down till they bee 
come fruitleſs. 
2 Let thy life be a life of Prayer, and wraſtling with 
God, among other things, that God would not calt thee 
off in the time ofage, nor ferſake thee when thy ſtrength CT We 
faileth ; yea let thy lite be a perpetual Sina To. of - Aba, 
death, and all the days of thy appointed time do thou Job. 14. 14 
wait upon God until thy change ſhall come. 
3 Get oldSimeons light, or his clear ſight of Chriſt, by 
faith, when thou haſt once obtained this thou wilt then 
be panting with him) and crying, Lord now letteſt thou thy Luk, ;. ,6 
ſervant depart in peace;old Abraham was then happy when 
he ſaw the furure day of Chriſt by the Proſpetive-glals Joh. & 56 
of faith, through theinteryal of rwo thouſand years di- © © 
ſtance, and no wonder that he rejoyced ; men go to Hell 
with theireycs ſhut, but ro Heeven with their eyes open, Akey, x5: 
4 Wait then for oldPauls Crown, if in ſincerity thou art, Tim. PS 
ablc to ſay, The time of my departure « at hand, I have G 
fought a goed fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, I have kept 
the faith ; thou maiſt then conclude, hencetorth is [aid up for 
mea crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord the righteous 
Judge ſhall give unto me «t that day, and to all that love 
hi appearing , it conſtantly thou perſeverelt, and goeſt on 
inthe ways of faith, and love, and holinefs, rhoa mailt _ 
expectthe accompliſhment of this Promiſe unto thee, to 
go tothy Fathers in peace, and to be buried ina goodoid age, 


it the Lord ſee it mcet for chee, © 
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Short Narrative of the Life and Death 
O F 
FOHN LAMOTTE Elq, 


Ohn Lamotte Eſq; ſometimes Alderman of 
the City of London, was born at Colchefter 
in Efex, May 1. 1577- his Father was 
Francis Lamotte(Son of Baldwin L amotte of 
Ypres in Flanders ) whoy inthe time of the 

grear Perſecution in the Low Countries, under Duke 

D* Alva, was driven out of his Native Country, and 

came; together with his Wite ary, to ſhelter them- 

ſcives, and to enjoy the tree profeſſion ofthe true Reli- 
gion (for which they had abandoned all thelr Tempo- 
ral ( very confiderable ) goods, and enjoyments) under 
the proce<tion of that tamous Nur ſing-mether of Gods 
aficted Children 1n thoſe bloudy times, Queen Eliza 
beth, here in England) in the fourth year of ber Reign, 
raking up their reſidence at Colcheſter, where he lived 
many years in very good elieem, and was very forward 
and induſtrious for the ſerting up, and promocing of the 
great Manufaiture there: tor the Publick good, and God 
bleſſed him inthe ſame, and ina hopetul Iftuc, untill he 
dyed ina good age at London, Now as both theſe Pa« 
rents had made Prety their greateſt intereſt, and the Free» 
dymne. of Relig ion their os ſo they were a 
928 XCCccainmyg 


excceding ſollicitas, and ailigent to ſeaſon ther Chilaren, 
and this their Son clpccially, trom the yery Cradle with 
the/fear and nurture of the Lord, ani that with ſuch 
bleſled ſucceſs on him, that having Piery inſtilled into 
him by their means, and publick Ordinances, through 
Gods Grace, he never departed trom it ro his dying day, 
bur proved molt cxemplary therein, hiooh ali che 
courle and relations of his lite ; ſo that even in his younger 
years he never was given 5, nor delighted with tholc 
vainand {intul Sports and Paſtimcs, to which yourh is 
ordinarily {o prone to, and fo hard to be weancd trom, 

is Recreation mas commonly to.turn from one honeſt or p1- 
ous employment anto another, as from that of his Calling» 
( being brought up rimely to Trade and Mcrchandize 
and in which ac was always very carctul; and induſtrious) 
roshc reading of the Bible, and other good Books, Medita- 
tion,and learning of Languages, acquainting himſclt with 
ſcveral at the belt Hiftories, clpecially tuch as treated of 
the Perſecutions, and Deliverances of the Church of God, 
and the Propagation of ihe Go 'ipely all which he made u1 py 
manner his own, ſuch delight he took both in the peru- 
tal, and rchcarlal ot the fame on all occations, and yet 
omitting nopublick opportumries,whereby he might nov- 
riſh communion with God at any time, 

He would often blels God, that according to his car- 
nelt prayers ( when he came firſt up to London ) hee had 
kept him from bad company,and trom all allurements and 
engaging occaſions of baunting Taverns, and the like 

laces, whereby ſo many hopeful young men come to 
undone. Being grown up co ſome - 9g": maturity of 
Jears and Grace, and acquaintance with God, and be- 
ginning to Trade for himſelf, bis fingular care and ex- 
aitneſs, induſtry, and diſcretion, was {00n taken notice ot , 
and he had more credit when he began, than divers that 
had lived in pretty good repute before humgevery.one was 
ready and even deſirous to truſt him. and deal with him 
which great advantage he nevertheleſs ufed very fober- 
ly, undertaking no more than he was well able to mas 
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| nage, and minding what once he had undertaken, with 


all the vigilancy and attendance ſuch employment, and 
the duty of his Calling did require; and the- bleſſing of 
God wasevidently upon all his ways and affairs, yet (o 
thatas he was not haſty ro be rich, he would otten lay, hee 
was not haſtily r.ch, 

By Gods good providence ad direQion, he was aftcr- 
wards guided to 4arry a patty of hike good and pious 
education, and diſpotition » and of a Stock likewiſe 
cried, and grown up under Pertecution, Miſtris 4» ne 
Tivelin, whole Parcnts had ſheleered rhemfelves at Can- 
terbur) : (he was then the Widdow of Mr. David King 
Merchant, of whom ſhe had Mr. Ezckias King, yet 11- 
Vings the pious and learned Miniſter of Fulmore 11 Cams 
bridge(hire; with this Coivlort Mr. Lamorte lived well and 
comtortably many ycars, and they had together (everal 
gracious Children, eight in all, whercot 11x, rwo Sons 
an! four Daughters, dycd 1n thcir yonger ycars, and only 
rw. Daughters ( moſt piouſly and vertuoutly educa- 
cd ) lived to married cſtatc; rhe elder Heſter, being 
wedded firſt ro Jobs 1/anning Elq; aneminent Merchant 
of this City, by whom ſhe had tarce Children, bur 
none {urviving him, and attcr his deceafe ro Sir Thomas 
Honywood Knight, of Mark/hall in Efſex, both living 
yct bevel rovether, beloved and honcured of all that 
know them tarre and near, together with their hopctul 
Ilue,rwo Sons and one Daughrer,the remainder of ſeyen 
Children they have had rogether ; the younger Daughter 
Elizabeth was marricd to that worthy Gentleman Maſter 
Manrice Abbot, ( Son toSir Manrice Abbor,once ann Ho- 
nourable Alderman, and Lord Mayor of this City, and 
Brother to thoſe two fanous Abbots, George, ſometimes 
Arch biſhop of Caxterbary, and learned Robert, Biſhop 
of Salisbwry) and by him ſhe had that hopeful Son and 
ſtudious Gemleman Mr. Mawrice Abbot, the preſent Co- 
heir with his Aunt, beſides three others dying young, 
as ſhe alſo her {elf was not long enjoyed, and dycd ex- 
ecedingly bewailed for her parts, pictyz and 
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guns : Thus, thougn'Mr, Lemotte lefr bit exe only 
«ghter f urviving, and fawr Grand-ehilaren, yer he ſaw 
22 ot his ot-{pring, 

His beſt wite deceaſing about the year 2626, he mar- 
ried againthe yearafter Mis . El:2,46beth Monk, the wide 
dow of L:vinus Monk Eſquire, one of the ſix Clerks, a 
Gencleman of rare parts, cru(t ani{ experience in ſtarc-at- 
faires 1 King James histimc; with her he lived cightcen 
years, but. had no ifſue by her, "oh 

During all this time, as he advanced ſtill in years, pie- 
ty,experience and eſt te,{(0 he was (through the mercy of 
God) accordingly reſpected, paſhng through, and bea- 
ringall the eminent offices in his Pariſh, Company, and clic- 
where in the City and Commonwealth, until he was choſen 
Alderman; bxf1des the Elder ſhip of the Dutch Church hore, 
wherein he ſerved that Congregation, necr thirty years 
together, with that exemplaric rntegrity of zeal, as willnor 

ly be forgotten; as alſo in all therelt, heſtill demca- 
ned himſclt unblameably, equally deſirous and zcalous 
{till co furher and advance godlinefic and honeſty, and wo 
withſtand and rcetorm abulſcs and inquity of all Kinds. 

The Love unto, an41 conſtant attendance upon the 
Werdof Godin publick and private, tor the upholding and 
chexiſhing communion with God,by hearing and readin 
the Scriprures, and meditating therein, had {o pollel 
2nd filled his ſoul, that moſt of his diſcourſes and Let- 
ters were moſt {avourly fcaſoned with it, and he would 
often expreſica great deal of heart-grict and aftoniſh- 
ments at molt mens heedlefſeneſie in dunes fo highly and 
ncerly concerning their everlaſting W elfare. And how re- 
alhis piety and acquaintance with God was,appeared fuf- 
hciently, as by manyorther diſcoverics, ſo alfo by thoſe 
ftzeamsof irue Chriſtian charity, which uncefſantly ifhued 
trom hun.andwhich made him not only willing and tca- 
dyroimpart and communicate liberally inthar kindhim- 
{clt; bur allo.tofollicire and ſtir up orhers perpetually, 
ferting all (as it were) 03 fire of compaſſion, that came ner 
up, t{pecialy wiercand whentoeyer awypublick calas 
< ray 
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our protcſſion. | ; 

And God wrog oe him ſuch largeneſſe of bears, 

and freeneſſe of hand, he gave alla unto him «vderſten- 

ding to manaye all bu effaires with order and diſcretion, that 

hc | Wort: both where and when to ſpare and ts Spend, where- 

by hc was enabled ſtill ro do the more good, finding and 
acknowiedging: alwaies both the temporal, and {pi- 

riuall rerurns and comforts of doing theſame; and thar 

made him alwaies as God blefled him ts lay afide 4 pro- 

portion for charitable *ſ er, which he as caretully diſtribu-- 
ted afterward. 

Burit God was plcaſed at any time to exerciſe him 
With loſſes or croſſes of any kinds m——_ t he had his ſhare 
co0 (among other of Gods Children) as well in his Trede 
and Eſtate now and then by leverall caſualtics by Sca 
aid Land, at home and abroad, .1n his (eycrall functions 
and relations, and.eſpecially in his body by diverle great 
1mfurmities ad ficknefes, pruacipally toward anc: in the 
latter partyot bislifcy yer he alwaics ſhewed abyndegsce of 
patierce and quiere (ſwhmiſſion, to the ever-good band and 
pleaſure 'ef his heavenly Father, and faithfulL. Redterer, 
comforting liralelt very much with theexamples of 74- 
Coby. Joſerh, Fob Loan of (zo0ds Saints andier- 
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wanz;inill ages, withwhoſe hiſtorics he was exattly ac- 
quainced; pr ek reſpett of his o#1ward 
manzhe {0 long youchſafed him the benefit of his fg ht axd 
hearing:inchat comfottable mcafure, whereby he could 
ſtill of vis holy Ordinances, both in publick and 
private; iandfor his 5»xer wan that inall his troubles and 
afflictions 7 God nevtr long with-beld bis graciout and Pa- 
Therly Tountenance' him, in Jeſws Chriſt, whetein he 
tound comfort-{fufficientto allay all his gricf, and pre- 
ven all - murmuring in his troubles; he did notmuch 
venthimfettby diſcoutſes, bu retired himſelf, and unbo- 
omed his heart,and-{pread his condition before the Lord 
10 prayer«-: When bur ttiree weeks before his deccaſe, fic 
was {orc afflifted with extremity of head-ake and 
_Colick,. rhar he began ro find ſome impatience to ſcize 
on him, he ſoon recolleed and chekr himfelt, ſaying, 
How often andfervertly have I beſought the Lord, that he 
- would bo p/cafed to fit and prepare mee for himſelf, and lis 
:evellaſting King dome, and why then (honld I find fanlt and 
-repize{ norw-when he thus really and effettwally doth prepare 
me, making mee: by theſe very pains and torments, loathe 
this wretched World ſo much the more, and long for. my hap- 
py change, and diſſolution, and tobe with my Kedermerz and 
thous he continued for the molt part, even tO his /aſt hour, 
which was July 13. 1655+ in the ſeventy ninth year of 
his age; lowking death cheerfully inthe face, as of whom he 
Was zo: «fraid, being\implantcd into Chritt, and thercby 
treed fromtheim ing tcar of deathgalwaics almoſt 
ſpeaking of the ſamcand (ering rhe remembrance of our 
latter end, both before himliclt, and others, upon all oc- 
caſfions, knowing there was no ſuch effeQuail means to 

make us apply our hearts to wſdome, that isto ſay, to 

the fear of God, the only Antidote _ all other tcar, 

-Andasin Trosbles and Aflifttion hec ſhewed a great 
deal of filial (ubmiſſion and r-ſignation ts God, (0 it wasa 
. comfort toall that converſca with him to ſee and obſerye 
- his continuall thank full remembrance; otand chearfull re- 

Jojcing.in Gods mercies and goodneſſe, both to the Church 
TA 
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ing cnerall and. particular, ; agdto:the-Land and Negiov 
whenke lived; asalſortoaay c atves friends Fay 70 
lations, as. well as to his own perſon, loying. b xth ro hear 
and (peak much of that Argument, and ever and anon 
molt teclingly cxclaiming, O what canſe have wee 10 
praiſe.oxr good and mercifull God, that yet preſer>«th, yer 
affetteth, yer delivers and favours iy, and paſſethby, ard 
forgiveth our manifold infirmities, tranſgreſſions and prove- 
cations aggravated with ſomuch unthankfullneſs, if yet we 
would love him and beleeve in him, and yet walk in higfear 
obcdicntly before him, to, our everlaſting happineſſe. On 
Quers Eliz.abeths auniverſaric Coronation daybe woult 
uſually bid {ome friends, and put them 'in ming of the 
great Mercy of God ſhewed to Englandon that day, by 
quenching the fires in Smith fieldyand continuing the Co{= 
pelever tuncc,tor ſo many ycars among us,-ven beyond the 
number of years recerded in Scripture, ef an unmierripied 
profþer om eſt ate of the Chu rch; and LCN aFallo on tis 
Birth-day,and othcr joyiull occalions of irieuds, meeturs 
at his houſe he would often ſay, he had deſired their 
company) ts eat bread with himbeferetie Lird (as Jethro 
and Hoſes did) in remembrance of ſuch ard juch figual 
Mercies and Deliverances, whercok hu memory was 4 1i- 
ving Chronicl:,clpecially of thoſe grand Deliverances,ho:h 
before and ſince the Keformation, from under the great 
ſufferings and bloody Perſecntions 1n France, and the low- 
Countries, waercot he would often diſcourſe in ſo pun tu- 
all and feeling a manacr, as if he had been an cyc-wirt- 
neſs, yea a ſharer in themataking many arguments thence 
of encouraging both himſelf and others, to be ſtill 1ind- 
full of them in bonds and miſeriez, as being themſelves in the 
beay; (aying, why, their caſe might have been ours, or may 
be yet, 94 knows? 

And inſtancing often in this particular with holy ad- 
miration and thankfullneſſe, when his own Father 
os Religioa ſake being fain to. flee for his life) | ſtood 

ubtfull, whether like as many others did, he ſhould re- 
Pair for ſhelter to the Palatinare and Frankgndale, or to 
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place of refuge, whereupon ke would frequently 
» hee had grear' cauſc, eſpecially fince their late: 
ay gan une" mon eur acknowledge- 
ment of thar preſerving mercie) to have a fellowfeeling of 
their Miſeries, wherein himſclit and his might have been, 
involved together with them, ſince Gad had not only kepr 
and ſafeguarded him and his from the ſame, bur likewiſe 
abundantly blefied and protefted him and them hirher- 
co. Andtherefore he'was very mindtull tofend reliet ro 
many of them from time to time. F 
Together with all theſe eminent graces,God had likewiſe 
endued him with a large portion of W:ſdome, Judgement, 
and linderſtanding, in many things ot moment and im- 
portancey grounded on much experience, obſervation and 
praiſe of hisown, for which he was deleryedly much 
eſteemed by men of no ſmall place and account, Hee 
brought till forth out of his Treaſure old andnew, and 
knew ſo pertinently ro produce, compare and apply the 
ſame, thar it was great pleaſure and no lefle profic and 
inſtruttion to hear him, 

The pioms and indefatigable care and pains hre took in 
bringing up of his Children, and governing hu family, in 
the fear and admonitiox of the Lord, is hinted partly alrea- 
dy. His perpetual indeavonr was to bring them into ac- 

uaintance and communion with God, and ro make 
them ſtand in filial awe and fear of him, to read and me- 
ditate, andrake delight inthe Fora of Godyts be well groun- 
ded and ſetled in Religion, and not ſhaken by every wind of 
Dettrin, to ava) te all vain and idle canrſes , compa- 
nies and dalliances ;to be painful, careful and diligent, e- 
very one in his peculiar calling ad inp loywpent, arderly and 


Godsgovdereatrtes, fot bawels of « to the at- 
flicked? | Sr enbere of Orte's Fro. all char 


werela need, and cheartully ready to tommunrene” tiro, 


exatt in all their. affaires, goner and frugal inghe.uſc of 


ſuch; loving ul helpfull one to 4kuthr av oo good ' 


fra prrt 'tocbe tis! 


ordert, fubmſrot ra rhe Magitty ate, 
ndgast niſtrg 


ay 


——  —— 


niſtry, Civil and upright tewards all , and watchful at all 
times, to be in readineſs when the Lord ſhould cal 
them hence, to glvcan acconnt of their Stewardſhip, & c, 
in all which be would ſay and exhort them to no more 
Op eonnncty endeavoured to prattiſe before their 
epes ; this his tender carc rowards them might 

extend his life,and he fill prak to them, and 


: Feeders of theſe ſayings, he lett for them in writing, 


by abundance of Letters to his neareſt and deareſt Rela- 
tions from time to time, eſpecially in one of his laſt Pa- 
pers, writtcn, as i ſcems, when he had ſet his Houſe 
1n order to be _ for the Lord ( a Copy whereof fol- 
loweth after this Narrative) ſuch cxcellent inſr«ftion:, 
and admonitions, as ſheweth plainly, as he took pains aid 
care to leave them a ortable Temporal eftate, 1 
their Spiritual goodeffate was thathe mainly wiſhed their 
whole hearts polledt of, as his was, forto enjoy commu- 
nion with God, and the abiding comfort thercot both 18, 


this lite, and that to come;rogerher wich him. 


Letter of John Lamotte Eſq; tohis 


Daughter andGrand-children, written 
not long before his death, 


R- Elved Davzhter, Dame Helter Hony- 
wood,and beloved Grand-children,Mau- 
rice Abbor, and Elizabeth, Thomas, 
John Honywood, 1 do with you all the 
bleſſing and peace of God the Father, and 
ef our Lord Feſus Chriſt his dear Son, our Saviour and 
Redeemer , and that his fear and love may be ſo roo- 
ted and grounded in you, that it may knit and bind your 
hearts together in love and amity, as my heart has 
been to every one of you , ever praying for _ all, that 
God of his mercy would bleſs you all, and plant his tear 
x your hearts, axd unfeigned faith in Chriſt Jeſus 
your fouls. 7 deſire that no ſtrife, nor envie, nor 
grudeing ariſe about the dividing of the Eſtate which 
the Lord of his mercy hath lent me, ag 1 ſet- 
led the Land atterPrayer by the beſt counſels and ad- 
vice I could ; and my nll de eſtate 1 have by Will 
( after Prayer ) to the beſt of my 5kill in all good Con« 
ſcaence, 


ſeience, 4s equally draw it as I could; fo 1 would 


after I am dead have you receive ir from God with 
a thankful and contented mindgznd pray to the Lord to 
ay it to you, and every one of you to his own poſterity. 
I having been by Trade a Merchant, and what by Gods 
bleſsing [ have advanced, 1 have endeavoured, and li 
boured ro gain it honeſt! y,and tokeep faith & a good Con- 
ſcrence always, ever acknowledging that theſe / ollowins 


Parties had a ſhare in my eſtate, as in all other mens, 
The Common-wealth,the Service of God,the Mini- 
ſters, andthe poor Members of Chriſt, of whom, us / 
have endeavoured to be careful; ſo would 1 have every 
one of you to be zealous for the Service of God, heartily 
affectionate to the poor members of Chriſt, and to give, 


with the releef, 4 comfortable word when occaſion per> 
mites. 


John Lamotte, 


Errataes marring the ſenſe, 


P4ge 3.1. r0-r. peece, p. 4. in the muginr. excindi. p, 7.1.1aſt bur 

one,r.him, p. 19. L. to. ran, p.11. 1.36. rc. mire. p, 14. |. vg, r. the 
heart, p. 15.1. 30-r. thou, P. 25. |. 34 r. Our, P.19. |. 35. r.naught, 
Fe 27. 1. tar, through. Omiſfſi>ns P« 4+ 1,1. r, or adverfi+ 
tively, but , &c, p-35+ 1. 33.7. like as a ſhock. 
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